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ATXI has been unsuccessful in obtaining an easement from James and Angela Tate, and 

the Laura C. Tate Living Trust.  James and Angela Tate own three parcels at issue along the 

Kansas to Sugar Creek segment of the Project in Edgar County, Illinois.  The parcels have been 

designated internally as ILRP_STPL_ED_038_ROW, ILRP_STPL_ED_040_ROW, and 

ILRP_STPL_ED_041_ROW.  Laura C. Tate holds a life estate in one parcel at issue along the 

Kansas to Sugar Creek segment of the Project in Edgar County, Illinois, internally designated as 

ILRP_STPL_ED_035_ROW.  The remaindermen to Laura Tate’s life estate are Jane Tate, 

Joseph Barker, James Tate, Roseanne Tate, Amanda Tate, and Andrew Robert Tate.  Laura Tate 

is not well, and Mr. and Mrs. James and Angela Tate have engaged in negotiations with ATXI on 

her behalf.  As summarized on ATXI Exhibit 2.1, ATXI has contacted, or attempted to contact, 

Mr. and Mrs. Tate regarding acquiring an easement across the properties on at least 20 occasions, 

including 7 in-person meetings, 5 letters, and 8 voicemails.  

A land agent began attempting to contact the Tates regarding these parcels in the fall of 

2013, and presented ATXI’s initial offers in November and December of that year.  In January 

2014, the agent contacted the Tates to inquire about the placement of the line and structures on 

their property.  Mrs. Tate stated that Mr. Tate would return the agent’s call.  The agent inquired 

with Mrs. Tate about Laura Tate, and Mrs. Tate informed the agent that Laura was Mr. Tate’s 

mother, that Laura was unwell, and that Mr. Tate handled all of Laura’s property-related matters.   

The agent attempted to contact the Tates on several occasions between January 2014 and 

September 2015, but was not successful.  On September 18, 2015, the agent was conducting 

ground survey in the area and met Mr. Tate.  Mr. Tate expressed concern about where gates 

would be installed in his fencing for access to the line, and stated that, in the future, he would 
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show the agent where he would like the gates placed.  The agent attempted to contact the Tates 

several times between September 2015 and January 2016, but was not successful.   

On January 21, 2016, Mr. Craig Smith informed ATXI that he now represents 

ILRP_STPL_ED_035_ROW only.  He did not, however, provide ATXI any indication regarding 

what, if any, issues prevent ATXI from obtaining a voluntary agreement for this parcel. 

ATXI will continue to attempt to negotiate with the Tates to the extent they are willing to 

engage in negotiations with ATXI, however, ATXI remains uncertain as to what, if any, 

unresolved issues remain.  A voluntary agreement in the time frame necessary for this line 

segment’s in-service date is unlikely and therefore, ATXI requests eminent domain authority 

over these parcels.   
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